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Dinner, Elections, Awards June 18 at Historic Clayville  
Plus How Chicago Shaped the Fate of Illinois History  

     If you havenôt done it yet,  
make sure to purchase a 
ticket to the Societyôs annual 
dinner no later than Monday, 
June 10. 
    Thatôs the cut-off date to 
guarantee you a seat 
at a Tuesday, June 
18 gathering that 
you wonôt want to 
miss, one in a his-
toric setting with a 
program rich in lo-
cal and state history. 
     Tickets are $29 
for members, $31 
for guests. You can   
use the reservation 
form on page 7 or 
pay on-line by going 
to the Societyôs 
website, sanga-
monhistory.org. 
    The evening 
begins at 5:30 p.m. with a 
pre-dinner gathering (with a 
cash bar) in the new covered 
outdoor pavilion adjoining 
the Cunningham Barn at the 

Clayville Historic Site in 
Pleasant Plains. A buffet 
dinner provided by Poe Ca-
tering, will follow at 6 p.m. 
in the air-conditioned dining 
area.  

    The Clayville Historic site 
is located at 12828 State 
Route 125,  15 miles west of 
Springfield. Arrive a bit ear-
lier and you can walk around 

the site that includes the re-
stored Broadwell Tavern, a 
former inn and stagecoach 
stop built in 1824 thatôs 
listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.  

    Be aware of potential 
driving delays in conjunction 
with road work on Route 
125 from just past the traffic 
light turn-off to Route 97.      

The highway improvement 
project has been underway 
for several weeks, including 
tree removal from that point 
west for eight miles. The 
entrance to Clayville is on 

the south side of 
Route 125.  
     Following din-
ner, youôll get a 
quick lesson in state 
history when former 
Society president 
David Scott shares 
some new findings 
on the forces that 
shaped Illinois, prof-
fering an intriguing 
question and the 
answer to ñCould 
Illinois Have Be-
come a State With-
out Chicago? Dr. 
Scott is a past presi-

dent of the Illinois State His-
torical Society. 
    Winners of the Societyôs 
Special Projects Grants will 

 (Continued on page 5) 

   ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER: Broadwell Tavern at Clayville.  
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    Historico, published 10 times a year (except July & December), is the official bulletin for 
members of the Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, Certificate of Excellence, Illi-
nois State Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, 
www.sangamohistory.org or  sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.  
                                                         Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor, Photos by Kathy Dehen, Larry Stone  

 

Wrapping Up the Year With a Great Team  
     As we wrap up another year, it's time to give thanks 

to the many people who make this organization work, 

not the least of whom are the board and committee 

chairs and members as well as fellow officers who 

work so hard behind the scenes and in so many ways. 

     There's Marion Leach, who bakes those wonderful 

cookies and cakes and oversees the refreshments at 

every program meeting and special event. 

     And Larry Stone and Kathy Dehen who snap 

away so we have photos for Historico and our own 

historical records.  

     It's Ruth Slottag who does the magic, drumming 

up publicity for our public events and her husband 

Ernie who posts those announcements on our website.  

     Mary Alice Davis, of course is a Jack (Jill) of all 

trades, working on programs, the celebrated annual 

Cemetery Walk, Trivia Night, the annual dinner, 

nominations and just about everything else.  

     Mary Mucciante is our face to many ceremonial 

events, Elaine Hoff our interface with the many com-

munity groups and individuals seeking the Societyôs 

annual Special Project Grants. 

    Jennie Battles works closely with Mary Alice on 

the Cemetery Walk, Kathy Hoffmann  is first to vol-

unteer when it comes to assisting Stephanie Martin 

with membership as does Sue Massie for any job that 

needs to be done, no matter how tough it seems. She 

also makes great desserts for Trivia Night! 

     Doug Polite and Larry Stone make up the team 

guiding our investments, keeping ahead of the market 

and tracking trends. Bruce Beeman provides our legal 

compass, Facebook guru Mary Schaefer our Social 

Media face, Eugene Walker, Sue Helm, Peter Har-

bison, ready hands not shy to roll up their sleeves to 

do a task at hand. 

     Angie Weiss has been a wonderful vice-president, 

herding our efforts to train and build a team to work 

on the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library's oral 

history program. We're delighted she wishes to stay on 

the board. 

      Talented Mike Kienzler  has put us on the map 

with his writing and research skills that has turned our 

concept for an on-line and searchable encyclopedia of 

Sangamon County History, SangamonLink.org, into 

reality, My husband Roger, like Mary Alice and Ruth, 

a past-president of this organization, keeps a watchful 

eye on our web operations, helping us build more 

flexibility into our on-line presence. 

       Last, but definitely not least, our thanks to the su-

perb job our treasurer, Jerry Smith has been doing. 

Between developing a budget, posting financial trans-

actions, and preparing monthly detailed reports, it's 

not an easy task, but he does it well and our strong fi-

nancial state reflects this.  

      Everyone of us started with this organization just 

by signing up and then volunteering to be part of its 

activities and events. At the board and officer level, it 

means devoting time attending monthly meetings and 

serving on committees, despite personal or profes-

sional commitments.  

      We keep a keen eye out for a new generation to 

follow that path so that we will continue to grow in the 

future, assuring that the Society will be around a long 

time to preserve and promote Sangamon County his-

tory. We hope you will want to serve in that role. 

 * * *  

Just a reminder: Our fiscal year runs from June 1 to 

May 31. If you havenôt dropped a check in the mail or 

paid on line, do so today. You wonôt want to miss 

what we have in store for 2019-2020! 

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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Term Ending 2020  
Peter Harbison  

Sue Helm  
Stephanie Martin  
Eugene Walker  
Roger Whitaker  

DIRECTORS                                                                                                                       

Term Ending  2019  
Jennie Battles  

Elaine Hoff  
Mary Mucciante  
Mary Schaefer 

Larry Stone  

Please make note of our  

official mailing address: 

SCHS 
Box 9744  

Springfield, Illinois ,  
62791 -9744  

Term Ending 2021  
Mary Alice Davis  
Kathy Hoffmann  

Sue Massie 
Doug Polite  

OFFICERS 

Committee Chairs  
Governmental/Community Affairs: Ruth Slottag  
Legal: Bruce Beeman  
Finance: Doug Polite, Larry Stone  
Membership: Stephanie Martin  
Nominating: Mary Alice Davis  
Hospitality: Marion Leach  
Publicity/Marketing: Ruth Slottag, Susan Helm  
Oral History Project: Angela Weiss 
Publications: Roger Whitaker  
Programs/Special Events:  Mary Alice Davis, 
Vicky Whitaker  
Social Media Chair:  Mary Schaefer 
Special Projects: Elaine Hoff  

 
Staff 

    Mike Kienzler, SangamonLink.org Editor  

 

JUNE 2019 MEMBERSHIP & DONOR REPORT 

  The Society is pleased to welcome new members Judy Hunt, Lianne Toler, Jenni-
fer Caldwell, Valerie Cates, Margo Carlen and Mikito Muroya. 

  And extends its thanks to the following for donations: Blake & Sara Ross, Daniel 

M. Barringer, J. Patrick & Janice M. Joyce, Andrew & Elaine Wasliewski, Sherri 

Boner, Mary Townsend, John & Ida Noll, Paul Schanbacher, Polly S. & Lou 

Myers, David & Mona Martin Joens, Francie & Jan Staggs, Roberta Volkmann, 

Don & Mary Schaefer, Debra Coe, Wyane & Marilyn Montney, Charles & Patricia 

Boyce, Mary Paxton, Theresa Powers, Elvin & Sharon Zook , William  & Patricia 

Rudolph,  Pamm & Mark Collebrusco , Joan Hiler Lewis & Terry Baylis (in mem-

ory of Dan Buck), Joseph & Rebecca Dombrowksi (in memory of Donna Cat-

lin), and Jackie & Mark & Jackie Hansen (in memory of Dr. Floyd Barringer). 
  

 

DEDICATORS: Several member of 
the Sangamon County Historical 
Society were among those on hand 
for the May 10 dedication of a Rose 
Garden at the Governor's Mansion 
in Springfield, a gift from the Illi-
nois Daughters of the American 

Re vo l u t i o n . 
(signage, left). 
Society board 
member Sue 
Massie (left), 
president of 
Massie and 

Massie Associates of Springfield, 
landscape architects for the man-
sion's renovated grounds, was 
among those who addressed the 
group. Attending in their role as 
DAR members representing local 
DAR chapters were, from left, 
Kathy Dehen, Mary Mucciante, 
Debra Coe, Susan Spada, Ruth Slot-
tag, and Mary Barringer. 
 

 Kathy Dehen photos 
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     The threat of bad weather didn't stop Society 

members from learning more about suffrage leader 

Susan Lawrence Dana in a private May 21 tour of 

her historic 35-room, 12,000 square foot Springfield 

mansion designed by famed architect Frank Lloyd 

Wright. 

     The focused visit included a rare chance to sit 

down on one of the tall Wright-designed chairs sur-

rounding the lengthy dining room table, decorated 

for this event with flowers and place cards akin to 

those used by Dana for a luncheon to which she 

invited some of the nation's leading advocates for 

women's rights including Jane Addams, founder of 

Chicago's Hull House, who went on to become the 

first American woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

      Tour takers learned in detail of Dana's activi-

tiesðbe it mingling with guests in her dining room 

or chatting with them in the living room or galleryð 

thanks to docents who had researched in depth 

Dana's role in the suffrage movement. Appointed 

legislative chair of the Illinois National Women's 

Party in 1923, her home was an early hub for politi-

cal activism. 
�7�(�/�/�,�1�*�� �'�$�1�$�¶�6�� �6�7�2�5�<���� �'�R�F�H�Q�W�� �-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U�� �&�D�O�G�Z�H�O�O�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V�� �W�R�X�U�� �W�D�N�H�U�V��
to take a seat at the Wright -designed dining room table and take a close 
�O�R�R�N�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �F�D�U�G�V�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �Q�D�P�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
rights advocates. Caldwell and co -workers Valerie Cates and Margo 
Carlen (photo, upper right), and site interpreter Mikito Muroya (front 
�S�D�J�H�����G�L�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�Q���W�K�L�V���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���'�D�Q�D�¶�V���O�L�I�H���L�Q���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V-only tour.  

Composite photos by Kathy Dehen, 

Larry Stone & Roger Whitaker. 


