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     Sangamon County Historical Soci-
ety members will step away from their 
traditional meeting spot at the city li-
brary this month for a two-pronged 
program at the Edwards Place Historic 
Home in Springfield, one that will pro-
vide a behind-the-scenes look at its 
recently completed second floor reno-
vations. 
     The Tuesday, January 15 program 
begins at 5:30 p.m. in the gallery and 
will feature presentations by Sarah Ad-
ams, the site's Curator of Collections 
and Interpretations and by historic 

window treatment expert Susan Day 
whose research and skills are reflected 
in the renovations both at Edwards 
Place and the Broadwell Tavern that 
serves as the centerpiece of 
the Clayville Historic Site in Pleasant 
Plains.  
      
     Visuals will be used in both talks, 
followed by a docent-led tour of the 
second floor while a concurrent on-
screen photo tour and talk will be pro-
vided in the gallery by Adams for 
those who might have difficulty climb-

ing the stairs to the second level. 
      Adams holds a bachelor of arts in 
Religious Studies from Western Illi-
nois University and a masters degree in 
Museum Studies from the University 
of Kansas.  She has worked in the mu-
seum field since 2012 with a focus on 
history and anthropology. Her research 
interests include 19th century history, 
religious culture, women's history, and 
the anthropology of food and feasting, 
using artifacts to help tell stories about 
those habits to connect to our past. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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R Society Resolutions for the New Year  
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    Historico, published 10 times a year (except July & December), is the official bulletin for 
members of the Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, Certificate of Excellence, Illi-
nois State Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, 
www.sangamohistory.org or  sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.  
                                                         Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor, Photos by Kathy Dehen, Larry Stone  

     New Year's resolutions are only as good as 

the ability to keep them. The Society has a few 

of its own for 2019 and has no intention cast-

ing them aside as the year progresses. Let me 

share some of them with you: 

 

RUpgrading how we connect. 

     The convenience of using an on-line mem-

bership management service the Society re-

tained several years ago has become both 

costly and inflexible. In addition, we are all 

familiar with the frequent reports of corporate 

and governmental data breaches to systems 

once thought impenetrable, enough to give us 

second thoughts about how we handle the per-

sonal data of our membership. 

    To that end, we will be removing and trans-

ferring all our membership data to an internal 

system, at the same time keeping our public 

face on line through our website and social 

media pages. The transition should be seam-

less and will occur over the next few months, 

but we hope by the end of our fiscal year, it 

will be easier for you to use our sites for Soci-

ety business without the fear that the personal 

data you have provided to us can be breached. 

 

RExpanding leadership. 

     Have you ever thought of serving on a So-

ciety committee? Sure you have. For 2019, we 

challenge you to take it one step further: let-

ting us know you want to do more than attend 

a meeting, take a tour, or go to a dinner.  

     The Society is a dynamic organization--

that's one reason we continue to attract new 

members--and there's plenty of room for you 

to grow with us by serving on a committee, 

using your skills and ideas to expand our hori-

zons. Call us, e-mail us, or tap us on the shoul-

der at a meeting and let us know you're ready 

to step in. 

 

RLong Range Programming 

      Our Historico calendar is always a com-

promise between the events that we need to 

publish because they are coming up quickly, 

and the full list for which we never seem to 

have enough room. That's because we work 

quite far in advance (we're already looking and 

booking programs into 2020) and try to keep 

you posted about our programs and events as 

well as those of other history groups, where 

possible. We wish we had additional space in 

our monthly newsletter, but that runs counter 

to the law of supply and demand---not enough 

space and too much demand, so we've settled 

for some quick updates on the Calendar on 

page 7 and a promise that as part of the on-line 

revisions, we'll be able to tell you much, much 

more in the future. 

 

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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Term Ending 2020  
Peter Harbison  

Sue Helm  
Stephanie Martin  
Eugene Walker  
Roger Whitaker  

DIRECTORS                                                                                                                       

Term Ending  2019  
Jennie Battles  

Elaine Hoff  
Mary Mucciante  
Mary Schaefer 

Larry Stone  

Please make note of our  

official mailing address: 

SCHS 
Box 9744  

Springfield, Illinois ,  
62791 -9744  

Term Ending 2021  
Mary Alice Davis  
Kathy Hoffmann  

Sue Massie 
Doug Polite  

OFFICERS 

Committee Chairs  
Governmental/Community Affairs: Ruth Slottag  
Legal: Bruce Beeman  
Finance: Doug Polite, Larry Stone  
Membership: Stephanie Martin, Peter Harbison  
Nominating: Mary Alice Davis  
Hospitality: Marion Leach  
Publicity/Marketing: Ruth Slottag, Susan Helm  
Oral History Project: Angela Weiss 
Publications: Roger Whitaker  
Programs/Special Events:  Mary Alice Davis, 
Vicky Whitaker  
Social Media Chair:  Mary Schaefer 
Special Projects: Elaine Hoff  

 
Staff 

    Mike Kienzler, SangamonLink.org Editor  

 
JANUARY 2019 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

  The Society is pleased to welcome new members: 
 

                   u Jim Berendt    u  Nancy Berendt 
                   u Jim Fulgenzi    u Linda Fulgenzi 
   u Cinda Klickna  u Judith Pickerill  u Robert Pickerill 

      

. 

Early Bird Specials Set  
For Trivia Night Players  

     It may be January, but March is just 
around the corner for Trivia Night 
buffs looking ahead to the Society's 
annual fundraiser on Saturday, March 
23. 
     And to that end, early birds will 
have a sign-up incentive. The first 
dozen people who reserve and pay for 
a table of 10 will get choice up-front 
tables. 
      "It's a big room," notes Trivia 
Night chair Mary Alice Davis of the 
Parish Hall at Christ the King 
Church.1930 Barberry Drive in Spring-
field, where the Society's event has 
been held for the past three years. "In 
the past, tables have been assigned ran-
domly. This year we wanted to reward 
those who fully support the event by 
reserving a table at its  earliest stages. 
The twelve upfront tables are closest to 
the screen, the judges table, and the 
refreshments." 
 

      Close to 300 trivia players filled 
the room last year, trading answers 
with their tablemates on a range of 
questions devised by Trivia Night guru 
Al Gietl before bringing their table 
answer sheet to a panel of judges for 
scoring. Gietl will be back and the ta-
ble that comes up with the most right 
answers will win $200, with second 
and third prizes of $100 and $75 to the 
runners up.  
       

     Emmy award-winning public televi-
sion Illinois Stories host and producer 
Mark McDonald will emcee the eve-
ning's events. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
with the game starting at 7 p.m. Food 
(including chilli prepared by champion 
chilli maker Les Estep) and drinks will 

be available for purchase. (Estep is 
author of one of the Society's most 
popular publications, "Springfield, 
Illinois: A Chilli History,ò  which will 
be available for sale that evening. 
 

     Proceeds from the SCHS Trivia 
Night, now in its seventh year, benefit 
the Society's Special Projects Fund that 
annually helps underwrite a wide range 
of local historic preservation and edu-
cation projects. 

     (Continued on page 7) 
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